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INFO OCT- 01 
HA-06 


ADS- 00 I NR- 10 CIAE-00 H-01 NSAE-00 SSO-OO 

INRE-00 / 034 W 

322525 041536Z /44 


O 041406 MAR 81 

FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8667 



BUENOS AIRES 1503 


EO 12065: GDS 3/5/87 (SHLAUDEMAN, HARRY W.) OR-M 
TAGS: SHUM, AR 

SUBJECT: ARREST OF MEMBERS OF HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP 


REF: STATE 54435 


ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 

U.S. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 
tojgaret P. Grafeld, Director 

Release ( ) Excise ( ) Denv 
Exemption{s): ^ 

Declass ify: ( Hn Part jX^toFui" ' “™* 

O Classify as — ( ) Extend as _ ( ) Downgrade to 
Date - .Dedassifyon Season 


1. ^-ENTIRE TEXT). 


2. FROM THE OUTSET OF THIS AFFAIR LAST SATURDAY WE 
HAVE MADE OUR CONCERNS KNOWN TO THE GOA IN A SERIES OF 
CONTACTS WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTRY, THE PRESIDENCY, AND 
THE ARMY. THE PRIVATE REACTION IN THE FIRST IS ONE OF 
UTTER DISMAY. ENRIQUE ROS, THE DIRECTOR OF POLITICAL 
AFFAIRS, DESCRIBED THE ARRESTS TO ME YESTERDAY (MARCH 3) 

AS A DISASTER THAT HAS SET BACK ALL THE WORK HE AND HIS 
COLLEAGUES HAVE PUT IN OVER RECENT MONTHS TO STRENGTHEN 
ARGENTINA'S RELATIONS ABROAD. ROS SAID HE HAD SENT A 
MESSAGE TO JUDGE ANZOATEGUI TO THE EFFECT THAT THE JUDGE'S 
ACTIONS WERE SERIOUSLY PREJUDICING THE INTERESTS OF THE NATION. 


i. OUR CONTACTS IN THE PRESIDENCY AND THE ARMY 
(INCLUDING CHIEF OF STAFF VAQUERO) , ON THE OTHER 
IAND, ARE TAKING THE LINE THAT ANZOATEGUI IS COM- 
PLETELY INDEPENDENT, THAT THE DETENTIONS HAVE BEEN 
CARRIED OUT IN STRICT COMPLIANCE WITH THE LAW AND 
CHAT NEITHER THE GOA NOR THE ARMED FORCES ARE 
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INVOLVED. THEY POINT OUT THAT THE USG FOR SOME 
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TIME HAS BEEN URGING THAT THE JUDICIARY BE ALLOWED 
TO FUNCTION INDEPENDENTLY AND THAT ARRESTS BE MADE 
UNDER THE LAW. IN A WORD, THE LINE COMING FROM 
THOSE QUARTERS IS A HARD ONE. 

4. I AM SEEING PRESIDENT VIDELA THIS AFTERNOON 
(MARCH 4) AND WILL MAKE THE POINTS IN THE REFTEL TO 
HIM. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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